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A life of advenlure criss-crossing Afnca and 
bCyOlld is what has inspired iconie South 
Africall photographer Obie Oberholzer 
alld provided the title of his latest book 

• 
lese 

" I BELONG 10 A CLUB CALLED THE BLIJE 
Hanzen Lonen." "'I' Oboe Obeohol= ol .... 
pa''''''' for ,r"", on Af", •. "I h....., • pon.-a,' 
w>th a twc I..., <Kro" my I>cc bc<."'" 

,he bi"" hen,,,,, " .....t.eo-e I go 10. It m,ror. fre<:do.m, 
""""",,,..... <1<""",<:, Thc",', na f=dom '" !he 
speolic fr-e<:dom " goong on ,he gen<"' .. 1 do-<:ct"", 
.00 ~'$ loke trui Wlth my ~lloI-~ nol quote 
kroowong """"" I'm iO""!l Mr onIy pI.ln " 10 p.1C' my 
~ aOO go. Af, ... \ha\. ,I Oepend$ "" ,,+>0 yov meeL 
lhe wealher. (h.mI;e ,I c'.epeM$ on yov .<nd t\O'W ,., .. 

Intem.'OO<\dlfy pub! ,he<j ...-.:I.u:CI.J,med'l 
both a photog.-aphe<- and 'Mlter: Ob+c ,IOJd>ed 

pt.olog.->t>hy .Jbmad ..-.d kw" mAn)' ye'" heode<! 
W pI\ologr.pny de~tro'lC<\l dl Rho<X-; ~'~y 

let he wal .''''~y$ ""~.ng too. al ....... ,1 '<:'dCh<>g 

10< nr-w hO<oro'". Ho, c ........ 'IM'" de<ade, _,n<! 
~ ol """".t,·..., 'ma&'" ol Aln<'-I peopIe.r.d 
'P"'C'S. ~t home kw" hom """""'" on !he h.,pholdrd 

I"""" of N"I""", V.>lIcy "" .... f'lellenbeo'g B.oy. 
" don'II.1<e (Ita' '.1Y> Oboe. "lhey are 

• conglon",-"IOf> of 1,1= I ~~{" lhe 'oolb.l<k' Here 

yov c.,-, "I and walch and lee!. Some of my f""""'te 

f>I.ic ... "'" open sp,ICC'<, lok~ I"" K...-oo. Yoo iOO !he 
mosl O1ICO""1lng thongs Ol v",w.;~" 

Vllh.ll Oboe Ilkes 10 do", lhe v.-I open '1>'<'"' 
of Sooth Af"", 1$ drive v«y IJ'\. tw.dfoIded. "I fond 
~ bog R., p3n. loke Vemeukp.m "' ti'<' Nocthern Cap<: 
Or I .,. • I.rmer ,I I <.,n drive on "" p3n Then 11"1 
"'10 ~ l>.<1OOe, bI,.-.dfold rrJf$<'11.1I"!d go ol fuII speed 

DrMng bIoridfokIed al 16OIomIh" a V<Jry nICO'C'>\I<lB 

<:x""""",e YOCO" bo<ty "'f'Jeale, Jtorn yovr mond 
~', a reJI n.gt>.md)-OU Ih r>k ol..-.c:red,tóe ~ » 
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O ld piec. » 1 don'l a<Jy,,,, anyone 10 try ~ ..... thoul.>dul! 

HoI1deklipb»i, "-'P""""'" &!ougt>. .. "" lougn.. 
Oboe', lalen (offee ",bie boot<. Dtf.<eI at>cJ Dt1\J. 

("" "I"' \he """'" " acluallr a phoIosophy lol" 
Iwn beu"", ~ <~ up ""'ges offreedom). 

dex ........... l' both Ilo. ~ QUe'1' oM • lew 

Inl"m':II~1 al<lg.vr>ents. from South Afnca \0 
Egypl. acn;><.< 10 !he l.Jn<\ed Anb Emcral~ 'Temen 
Vld 0mJn. nol r"'lel~ng Ethoopo> and ~ and 
l>ack 10 South Arr.:. Ol \he lin.>I <:hapter. \he book " 

a coIIe<:oon of Ilo. vavels and e~ over \he 
~$1 Jo,..,- )'ear< 0<' so. The f""" cholp\er ~ 
of Droom<rne halOboe remor>t..:lI'>g oncc home, 
.>nd \he ""'ge!- ...... ..............n ~r",t 

Re<:cn~ Oboe ~ ",,·s laken a I!king \0 
pho\ogr-~ absU-.KI Ah: ... ,I'toybe rm 1:"11"'8 

ok\eI" Vld donl ""'" \0 hir.., 10 talk peopIe 
..,10 len.",& me take lhew" P+C\\ICl!S iII'Y)'n'"oO<'e, but 
nowadays rm gong be)Iond \he peOpk: and Ioob-lg 
kr .bstr.JcUons. w:;,h ., roe. Ol \ho: sand. ndgeo on 

~ mountJII'. refle<:oon, on water: I "'" f.-.dong grea\ 
.. tJSIacuon n \he ~ape dfld ,tiII ,re" He "I"' 
tffl .. reoty a ""'" SI)'Ie of photogr-aptly kr hm 
though ",,', nol p.>r\ICulatiy fond of tI>e lIo<Jtlj 'SI)<Ie' 

"M)' photo< "'" ""I an "XI""""" of ....... nothong 
mot"<'. I phot"l!"'Jlh wl,n t !eNe; \Iley ...., tl>e (Ot., of 

...... or<! I don'I...o<ry about tho: ... C 

Oboe $a)'> lhal from an eatiy ;tge "" .aw tI>e worid 
n • >qWI"e kJtmat dfld coo.ld <""",",""",Ie through 
IWO'dtn'\en$lOf'lal1l'l'l<lg6 So \he _, Ilo. hfc '...-ned 
OUt '$ no surpn$e. "I know 1 ~ .. v>gdbond 
wrth a oamer-.. but thaf, an ~r.:..oon-I .slen 

10 what my ere- >0)1'0 my mond "'" \he (omcf"., 

dfld 1 don', ~ wrth my """""" ~ .. my ~'IeflCl 
10 "'" poc:t"""-)'OU nced \0 know before ~ 
and sometn>eo "'" before <nowYIg. ~'$ an Olte<es,-",& 

baL>nc:e of """'" \he worid by <""1'J1""'8 up ~ 
fm.~ \~ of what 1~ wil look W<e from 
do~t ~ My rew.vd .. whcn my poc:1Uf'" 

make S<>n"lCbody teel something or = • dofferenl 

asp<X\ ol a ("""""" !Iw>g. And whcn my 1wo """ 

lell ..... they ....... proud ofme:' 

1mpor1ar<t!)< Oboc doe<.n'\ ~ ., 'Cmaybe'. 
·pemap.·."<ooId ~'."~ h.fve' 'Who<>)'OU 

""'"""'" these ".",.-ds ftom }'O\T Ianguagc. !hen 'fO'J 
........ a ben", onage at !he end of \he dioy. As 1 de<odc 

on a pKtum, 1 <af\ qu<:kIy """""'" wha\ 1I wdllook 
Ioke", A boot<....-.! lor me tlldt's the MI", wh.t\ 1 00 ,or \he rest. I f"lhabt • r..phazard wori<f' 

Oboe aàMs lhat dogrYl photogr-oipI>y r.... ""ati)' 

""""""fit M poc:ture t.lhng. ' "\(\/hen A ~ 

too doIfIc: ..... lor me 10 do my ""'" (olour pmbng. 

1 w~1I<.ed OUt of rrrt ffirl.room dfld 1hrew I"" ~ dWiI~ 
I >diopled ""')' q..oc:kIf 10 dog<taI, E~ go! ......... , 
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Ioghl'~ .tOd quo<~.,.r: I """ Il--
M.Irr><'d 10 L)'IVI IOc 4(l ~.tOd ""miN(] .>duit 

\OM. N.»-,.u>::l~, Oboe ~ he "ln on!)' thonI< 1""1 
'1'Iu'l\OUl".tOd e>«IIetner'l1 0<.11~ .1 Ihc lroWlc 

I CdlJ>{!<l. TIldl " .... 1 \Ie wtly l"", .~,)<.-d . And t>e<;"u>c 
Ih<'rc " ....... ,,)'1. «m('ll'long ncw:' N<:>w ;Iko re""ed 
l"", ~....m w"h Oboe_ ''She lold me my enthuS<."" 
10< ~ d''''' .>nd phologr.lphy "gre.!ler tNn C""'" 
Ix-f<l<e_~.-.:J 1""1'< A .... .11 Complimenl Jo< me Anyw'~ 
I <10<1'1 ~""'" nI gelold"""; IlOP t>I<"'iI pholO~ 
11 JU'I r,lde ""'.If But tx-r"", 1t>en.1 <LIl .... ..,,1 (0 l.I'c 
L)"m 10 Zdf\Z1bar. ",,"I my >On$ Ol Ooh.l ond Au';(r ..... 

.IM Ó"",, """'-'he f'nn<c AI/re<! P.,~" 
And 0I.>0e'~ /-"'<>UJ"IIC ~eOl $oulh Af.->c.' 

WeIl. I t"~ .,1 home on N.1\I ... ,,·, Valk»< of ({)OJ"5(l, 'But 

Ol $('(ond pI.>cc WO\.IId \Ie h.lvIIlg ó cok! oc.,.- "'I"" 
h!j:hell pOO on Af",. dt lhe top ol s..,,. p,,,," a~ .... 
h.wIng dn",., ~ kom Ihc 0011001 At ttMl dh,lude. 

)'OU on!)' flCed on<" tlccr: ' 

In """"-,, Ion<", Oboe "'t' of h,s c.......,,- '" I., 
-11 h." rn.ocIc me cxt'-.:rne/y ""-"thy, tt>ough I <10<1'( 

ho,.., rru:h nx><"Ief I he ó~e bC"tw('er, d fo<tunc 

'" """""~ 1~""";Ol .ibstroct ~ .. ".st, 
but I wouId 1...- I ,,!her ""'" my e><p<-'lCncc. I""" 
,I "-Olc"", luII of gold I "'" aIso po:oud of myscIl. nol 

10<- my po<l,~'" oe booh I>.JI fo< Ihc enlh.JlM\I"I1 th.Il 
(onl"'I.IJlfy pcn:oL.l'" """'-'gh tI"IC.1 nev<.'I" ~ 

wNt I w ~ do ne><t.1 .""1' r,,>(j >omet/llng, \Ie 't b<& 
or \th01I, r.,. or ""ot t>e!w>d me oe ~ Ihc <Cflle<

Wh:it I know lOr- """ .. th.u I w.l """"" "op \dkIng 
pl>Jtogr;ophs........,., II I ,toni< • re,'lIy 'PCC...r poel'""" 
on!)' wo.-th al>ou1 I O~· 

On !he ""I,"" 0/ South Af,,,, ... Oboe "'t' he 
wouIdn'l boe~, ~"I>c.' he .. ,/!he futu.-.: w", 
All dork. '1 ge' '" ""WY ""th (om.tpl""':' he "y', "oot 

lherl' 1I 1.,11 hope .tr>d WC ~ 10 (on,""", <:M:< 

lhe WlI:Of\ M~ hop(' 10< ;>0 I 2 " ' .... 1 "'" .dl ,,,,ni< 
a "'Ue brt mon: JlxMJt Olher> and " ~nle !J" Ie:;, .oIJoot 
~ Il-.,n ""')tbr- "",11 'oe ,he 0""" r.rlx>w> 
we'v<! been tok! wc ,re: 

M>.p ~f • • e~(e G. 
.... ón.óde bu~ c"'e ' 

Obie O~.hol1e r 

www.obieobemor •• r."'" 
Oi •• el and OU" 

ISBN: 978·( ·4) 1. ·01 10·9. 
Publi.he<": J.c."" Prke: R. SO 
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