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OVeN.BtR - !~~ mon!~".1\tn men 
tbc worId ", .. r pow moust.orn<'$ as 
on aa of nI.lle unifY - ha, lust 
• nded. <lil,., Oborh<>lzer, t/Iouih, 

doesn't n .. d a siUy oI>servation U~ Movcmbef 
to ifOW a moust.ocbc. He "'>$ bom wilh one, 
p .... I, In !he ... <>mb, NQ pMlopoph exJm of 
hlm ~i!hQu! It 

A magniO,enl q>KImen, ()bie Oberl>olur's 
moustad>e 11.. lt't ~ >!op hl. upper lil' 
Ilke"" lndu.tri.Hnenglh win: """rel, lbc 
kind }'<>II buy $pt'd.aIly from BuUder'. 
Ware""" .. IQ scrub .~ .. y al manly fluid. wch 
as gruse ond <>11 ond diesel 

l";Ually, wamen mIlSI,.",,! 10 run "",,,,,,iRK 
frorn !he 1hInII - !hls bc;ovily foIlided mass of 
tes'O$!froM lha, .mirks and oquirms ;u>d 
ooUeeu "'.)'Ward deMo thal bi.,... in hOfn 
"~, 

Bu" after. f<ow mlnu!<'$ in Ibc """,,!;><""'s 
p, ... ""e, lislenlnz tQ lts $\Qri<'$ ol desoIa.!e 
p!><es ar>d pa'"e)'ards arod drlvinz blindfo/ded 
><ross parlS ol 160km!h, ,,.. ooce-lerti6od 
Ladit$ will w.nt lO lirq;.r, Open 10 rt'kIni:. Unie 
blood \oss JUS! to ~ ,Iostr to tilt dangeroo$ 
II'I)"Stiqu. of The Moo.tache, ... ~d n.. 
MOOltMh.,In turn, will be un .. JlO(:!edly 8.n!l~ , 
Just .. k Lynn, hls ~ Qf 4" } ... I'$. 

BUI l'm 0 man. So. wUhln a lew minu!es of 
n>e<:ti", The Mousla<he, li's """kl", and 
.wearlni: and callinii me • d(JO$ and • prtck. 
Bt<.>u .. thal'. ",hal men OOm ",1th """'sI,><: ..... 
do. ,o,nd ItSSer m.", !hose ~'ho~ only 
rnal'lOied 'Q sptQu! bcLaIlWr pOS!·PUbt$c."Uy 
_ !~ me _ are pIoasod thallh. lI"'al wi", 
SOOU"" Is Glllin8 y"" Ih ... """,es. beou .. !'OU 
kMW it prQbabl}' m, .... tha, 11 Ukes}'<>ll. 

I'm w.med be/Q'e I ~ 10 mofl ObeThol ... , 
Wdl. nol so mucb "",,,ed. Just ooid .lOries 
about th. man. ThaI he's OOl>(>xJous ar>d 
~t. That hc'. a binll ... drlnl<er ~ith .., 
~I'e <llidaln 10' ianoran«. That dwing 
his 4.oys.s a I~u!'f' at Rhodes Univmll)' lIt 
, hot • holt in lilt Iod;n of .lazy stud.,,1 wOO 
n .... cm>e ,Q cl".,. 

This is . U prob<lbly tJU<'. But non. of il 
""'u ..... "'h.al miltten iS th.at tbc man - whooe 
' ery .... mame sounds lik •• rnsty >8·wbce! .. 
<lunl<lntl paslin Ir.. night - IWIII for dtudt$ 
~n !.1king rons;,ttnl!y beauliful pholO\lraphs 
of South ,_.tri .. ', mooI IsoI31od pbces. and !he 
people ""00 inhablt !hem. 

Hl, n ... • hook. l)j~! /SI DusI, is hi. lotll ,i...:e 
'983. nu, \jm. , Oborl>olut, ~ IWIIII""huled 
images ft<>m hi, Ir ..... 1$ in North Mriu ..,d tbc 
Middle Wt. It'o. briBh!, ~auI!ful oompiL1lion 
of roamIJ\go ."",nll J,;Ind ond wind. ,,,,,,.1$ ond 
«>"'$ .nd mounuin, ond . 11 the 1:>Ct$ that 
p;Wed \>j', . ><11 \ad." wI,h thérown tacit 
history. 

"Diesel and dUSllus aI".o)'< been a ooncepl, 
• p!rilosophy," Obtfholw $.1)'<. "Bt<.>u .. il I 

can .meU it 00' !1I<r., • bit of d~l jusI a 
"'ilI, ar>d Ihe dust, then I'm lar away. That. 10 
me, i. ftffiklm." 

Il'l!.n Obrrholw sp.eal<s of his "'ffi!om, h • 
_ nol throw the id .. aroond lik, IIIIny 
otbc" <IQ. t'>Ol dors lIt ",,"er."e. For lbi, is 
"""..,.,. who ha$, 00 too man~ «=1"", IQ 
list, Ihrown • lew ,Jotbc$ InIO th. back or a 4XoI. 
,UPIlN on • pair of I .. th .... <andals •• Iu", • 
carnrra around hl< neet aOO simpl, pi"'" oft 
In tbc dir«tloo of what I>e caU. FQkI<olfont.in. 
No maps. No sdledul •. The oniy plan bei", 10 
mtt1 peop/<" .Ionz tbc .... ~, 1iS!ert ro ,hd. story, 
t.Ue • pIctu", ar>d possns them fomoer. 

" lt·, in Ibc oe.vd\ Ih.alls tbc beauty:,o, 10 B 
via 7.'; h .... ys. "We .U sod< OW' UtopL>, "'" all 
seek our Ni"',,,,". and hopefuUy I ...... -er fInd 
mine boca ...... when I <IQ. it's """'." 

0 ... olll>e thlngs tha, seIS Oborholzot·, Wl)r~ 
apart trom that of "",ny ol hls <on1t"'p!>T3rles 
ar. tbc liule SIQl1t$ lIt wnles IQ a«<>mp,my 
ctnaln pklur!1. TI>(> afI.n wlth Q1l1er 
phQlQgr""he ... the ,i""., I' Ie'" "';111 lil1l. 
more Ih"" 3n i~. ObeThob .... thoul/h. 1..,ls 
,omp.ellod 10 gi .... "",re mmli<tnal deuR 
Wheth .. Ihi. add, or detr><ts I,,,,,, 'bc 
,,"woed Pu""'" of • phol"iraph - 10 \et ,he 
Imaie Speak tor it .. U - Is deb.1tabie.1>u1 
Obcrhober is lar toa mud. or a """"to", •• 
showman. to lot """e pho\OinplI$ poss the 
""' .. " by "';lho"1 I ,to)ry. 

"[ "'" an .nterlainrr," sa)'< ObtrhoIzer. lIe 
ieans back on bis dWr .• ",Its on bis camel, 
and lot. Jozi's mid·mornInJ Jun bum hls arm, 
""d fI«. " f wanl • pel'$On to read tilt oopy and 
ftoel _ ahoul my joumey. Th.lt's all. Pla!n 
and , lmpJ •. I wam !he reader 10 undel$l.>nd 
.. -ILot ll'$ llkt." 

The "it" Ih.U Oborl\olRJ wanl. <le~_ IQ 
undcrltand is. 1 thln):, !he dooply .modonal 
plOO'" llul he iOe5 thrQoth In taking many of 
hl. phoIopophs. esptci;tlJy thooe wlth ptOJII. in 
thom. Page Ihrollllh ""y of hls b<:>ob ond. 
desplte th. bril/hl, happy ,oIou" and u.. 
pl. rful oon<'$. rou alwIYS ,00 ~I' feoeli.,. • bit 
sad lor one or !WO of u.. dwxI ... 
p~"iraphed, lI'hether 11'. Sibusloo, hom I"" 
I>ook II4<onlfur !Wad. w!>o males lir..·.ju 
model, of pl. "", IrQm soap motal. actually 
.I..,ps in lbc Ihi"", bu' lus ",",'er l\Qwn in a 
",al plan< in bis 1iIe. Or Mudunw. th. $Mphord 
frorn Ro"nd tn,. 1Imd. who d!>esnll$k lor 
~ Qr money. bu, tor his CI"I ride In • <ar. 

'I1I.1t, ritht thtre. is lilt Inimitabitity of 
ObeThol.e1', ~'OI1c WhIJ. many otbc, 
ph<ltotra plrert' i""'it$ olthcr make j''''' I~I 
optimisti< or pn>loundly """,ed. Obcrholter', 
C3JI "",ke rou ftrl boIh ,imulL1ntOUsly. 

In Diml & DIl$!. ther. ', Ilmmy lhe iolrd .... r. 
up at sant 10 be ot w .... k in IIryanston. 1ooI<In1 
dltKIly 11 j' .... in hi. lom hal ar>d shirt. ",.,.,', 
r.buIQ"" who worked as 0 kind of bodj'i .... d 
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fot OI>aholur whiIo M 
lIho«>Iraplwd lnMr-ciry 

-~ ... ol AIds a kw """,!hl -­pho:)(osnphed him. 
~', Chmzira. 

wbo mWs hls lniIw --­WfddinII; _ funrnIs 

-~­I'Ilnldrift _ MO>$inI. 
. n...~ M is (111 hls ~, 

red T·shin, red &kwtJ. 
CO<r\WI on hls ~. 
onrusWJ)'wanorha 
~,. 

Oh, _rhm!" 
Bulrlanl, slUIn.l OU!sidt 
hls ,had< In tM Klfin 
KMoo, ;tmId ;lIJ !hal 

• <'mplÎlle$l ilIld hta! and 
ookt Nex! w !he 
pbocoaraph, Obcrhol ..... 
.. Tites: "Som.Umes I 
:om happy. oometlm .. I 
:om sad, 1><11. humanlll 
:all !h~ .. m~. I flnd pl>o!oIraphy usy, bUl 
sometimK, ~u h.,~ In Ihe K~ln 1(,1'00. 
wh.n [ $!"PpN !o !.xe • pk!u'e ol 
Bu!~lanl" IIm,.1 nUf KudUSkloof. 11"' 
difftcllU. Th. n><k$ M .... lh !he ""I~r 
~~r ol cool profmlon:ali$m 0I)t8 up.net 
tM lrickle or ol<! memorl .. 'umsln,o.n 
W>deriround m oam." 

11", .,. oki oubjece - . he mor:aI 
uopooubüiry of ehe phoc/lifJphe,. TM 
quntion ol ",heU .. , lUlrII a ~"'" ol 
_', iwckhlp Is nplo[laltw. Of "" 
xt that conUibut" In somt w~~ W , 
iTU",r consriousneIs. 

0berb0I ..... is cbMoctaIstiatlr IonM"u 
..t>ou1 this. Abor,r. his InNle abiliry W 
<harm his ..... ). inw doeK sad nislmCa, iI 
onIy lor , lew minutts. 10 th.It M Q/I 

cac>(U/'f" thnD. lIIina !he ~ 
coiIlC .... nc. 0I1;aN _ mlIry _ 
hanbrak. _ thm prnmI tJwm :>$ , 

""" - = "I ~ 11 .. Iw, I t.now l"m , 
- bulII.h' ner'- ht .. )"I. "AauaUy.l I><III$h't W 

Ifl "" tmaae. [ do nol thInlr. abQu! !M alt; 
it Is tM 0l>Io IN! $POn.. 0.... _ . 1 .... 
about tM :aIi&:nmtm ol WPOS <lnd oIII«ts 

In a seent. """" b«<\UK ..... live in H.ppy 
S;>d I..>nd lthls Is wha1 Obe,t.oI .. , eol1, hi. 
worldl Ih~,~· • • 10110 do, And I eon 
hones11f Uf lhal01 6~ )'earl rnd. I do il fot 
lhe Iovt, I don'l (af<. I ,eolI, don'l eofe 
wl\:;ll ptOpi. lhlnk, So l"m nqt in lhe 
n;llionol ",lInr • • nd 11\:;11"1 n".. If yoo 
lhlnk I"m a w ........ II\:;II"s fine: 

[I', ... n»1YbIt and """" .. 'hal Iroublina 
INI Obnholu, Iw ..... n twn ~ ro a 
1olIltr)' In Soulh Afriu, nor 1\:;1$ M won ~ 
slntk oward lor hls ...... k.. Bul M !sn'! 
InltrWl'd In btIna wilh 01ollJery. He 
coukIn~. H~'11OO much of.., asshoIe. Ind 
SIJS 10 dllrinl tho inttnIew . 

TbtK·, no wor a man wilh !hiJ mucll 
îndiYldullls.m wouId lof ........ plItr). 
docidt _ his WOlk $I>ouId ~ J><OSftI!ftL 
.... 'hom _ dl\nIs$ Ind lM>ah ao tM ....... 
Obnholur ÜItOW$ .... hls riant hand and 
IIiPl 0 Ihict..I>Iirr _ fin&ft ao """" 
phInIom lollI<fJ _ in !M :lÎI. 

"11w lil curalO<1 in tlûJ (OUn'" l\:;Ive 
talm turopran and Ilrnt'ricon ~..,hy 
and ha.., said 'lhII1s tM S!.lnd.m1' l"m nQ( 

mo.>Rlll$. bu' I Iiro;l iI ud. I' hum me 
_Imes. Bu' ,~ OV<1Whelmin:l: 

ONE POWER ClC>e Ot>cttool.l ... ..,.. I'rO'YOOUS ~ C..-c ....... <>H< ~a 0uI<>y 
loJoum _ . . , ,,,,,,,",,,,,, on H.r<l,tIQ·. 50<;01", V"",." l~' ~ WUi" wlf> rnou",",,~ 

<mhu.i.um 101 ,,'1>01 I , Uil do ... tl\:;ll is 11>0 
MOU!y of Obie Obe,holu,. 11 .', tol lhl. 
unbelievolM PIlSIon 10' lh. Im>i., JUlI fo' 
lh. atignmnH. BUIl.,', nat iOdown 11>0 
.. 'en..., of 1It. b«<\u .. I WIS .., ",,1(011 
front 11>0 bttinnlfti, Wbtn I flrsl 111It0<l 
WliUng about plKl4"".ph., I WIS l ilowd 
.part_ I Ir.t\'~ 1101 a tru~ l:alenl lor $«i", 
otrjKt. 1OtItI1>or." 
~ af< plenry ol ~ wIIo don', Ii~ 

Obertrdtef. Ind it'" eIS)< 10 ~ wby, hKt 
'ho". M ~ about hUnseIf In lhe lh1.d 
""""", He WI, pr<lJIIe wll1kt, Ind prick 
Ind doos 10 thtir face. WIwn ht ... !lid 
~ of rou. MlIl.u yoo to f" k 011', 

BUI (Ind I knoo.' M...w • .u me ['",. 
wanUt lor wn!InJ""""hIr>& JO oomy) 
taU tM man in tM wrone li"U Ind. jouM 
~ • photqp-;Iph. ir"t nol .... W tomt 
OU' rishl_ Whrn )'OU looit .' hls im..ocet and 
",;od tbr be'u'ihII. POi&nIn' Wuit MOrin "" 
wnt" ti) iIO with thom. ~ is imIXIaibit 10 
IIWnuoin lhao Iw: is a timply • bns.h. 
a/TOS""t. ",n.wIe-\dina lIItohoIit. 

8r tht mei ol tht Inlen1tw [ Ifllht 
irnpression 11>01. ~Il"""", ol[ ll>ot 
machismo <lnd narne-catqb t<'fIUlne 

Obl., ~nuln~ M""stach •. ifl hiJ "'.Y of 
hold1na ~k his eo,·.ft\OU. senUbili lies. 
WIthouI !hose K nslbililies. Ihe quiel 
Iplendou. and proiundil)' of ,he """,', 
W()Jk would:all be. lit, Aml Obe,t.oI= i. 
too honesl 10 be. li». 

!l~ ltliJ me 00< lISt SlOf}". Aboullhe 
Bluc 1l0fb0n U". ... 0 dub ofwhkh ho Is 
lht onIy membe,. To becomo a membn, 1>0 
AJ'. )'OU musl dri~ to !ht .... 1 ItaksI<oon 
p.., In IM Nonh .... e.p.. ti<' a blindfold 
lWrf )'OW <)'ft, Ind OH _Iona yoo cao 
drn~ lor ol mulmum ~ Obcrholttf 
AY1 hls _d is ,6OkmIh lor lÎlI minults. 
".IS -..Is. s..,. 11 5C'JWlt1e!1 body <lnd 
mInd. A touple of Q(hon l\:;IYr trIod it Thoy 
onIy ......,cd OM Of !WO minulos. 

"",,· ....... : I .. y. 
Obnholu, noch hls htad. smiIts, ~ 

Tbe ~. Thtn ho .. ,..: "Qn """ 
_ r ot off pIusc:. I"W 10110 10'-

"'" stt.b: hands ..... uy ~. 
" 11 """',, fVft In N.I ........ vaJWr, pIe...­

<Om< _!sII: ho oars. 
And I __ M ......... 1t. 
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